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that a revival of satyagraha with all the attendant sufferings is
imminent in South Africa, unless the danger that threatens to
overwhelm the Indians of the Transvaal is averted by prompt and
effective action by the Government of India, and if necessary, by
the public also.1 The situation warrants a repetition of Lord
Hardinge's action2, and the immediate despatch to South Africa
of a mission consisting of, say, a distinguished civilian, and an
equally distinguished Indian publicist,

What is the situation? The Precious and Base Metals Act
referred to in the cable affects the gold area of the Transvaal in
the largest part of its Indian population. Krugersdorp is an
important town near Johannesburg, and contains many Indian
merchants, some of them owning stock probably worth 3 lakhs
of rupees. If no relief is provided, it means ruin for the merchants
and for those residing in the whole of the gold area. The goal of
the Union Government seems to be, as has been openly declared
by several Union statesmen, to reduce its Indian settlers to the
position of hewers of wood and drawers of water* It is possible
that the Court's interpretation is correct. If so, the Act itself
must be changed and the Indian community must be saved, not
merely because of their status as British subjects, but also because

* The cable requested: "Legal proceedings under Precious Base Metals Act,
1908 resulted against Indian Merchants: Long-standing Krugersdorp area affect
judgment. Virtual ruination mercantile community throughout Witwatersrand.
Transvaal Ordinance 9, 1912, Relief Act and other laws affecting Indian commu-
nity rigorously enforced object being elimination Indian trade benefit European
competitors British community emphatically protest against cruel and reactionary
policy* Significant that action taken almost simultaneously with Armistice.
Community subject such policy poor mark appreciation under Indian sacrifices
for Empire during war. Community earnestly appeals for protection mean-
while endeavouring get matter verificatett before Bar assembly Capetown.
Please help every possible way* Colonel Shaw maintains being present when
Hon. Gokhale and self made voluntary statement to Smuts that persons out-
side Union even on urgent matters need not be admitted on temporary or
visiting permits provided those within Union are treated fairly, One Moham*
med Essak, Durban died leaving estate forty thousand relatives* Mauritius
Interior refuses temporary permits for administration purpose notwithstanding
any deposit. Government started policy based on late Hon. Gokhale's state-
ment. Kindly clear up point. Government object harass Indian every possible
way. Community in great distress unless matters improve reluctantly resist,
maintenance self-respect, honour motherland, advise,"
2 Sir Benjamin Robertson wa$ deputed by the Viceroy to represent the
Government of India in the negotiations with the South African Government
on the Indian question preceding the Gandhi-Smuts settlement of 1914,